Pilot study of cardiac function after treatment of childhood Wilms' tumor with doxorubicin.
To assess the cardiotoxicity of moderate doses of anthracyclines and to control for possible contributions of other drugs, cardiac function in 12 patients 1 year 11 months to 9 years 4 months off treatment for Wilms' tumor whose therapy had included vincristine, dactinomycin, and the anthracycline doxorubicin (270 to 300 mg/m2 cumulative dose) was compared with that of 9 patients (controls) whose therapy had included vincristine and dactinomycin but not doxorubicin. The small numbers of patients studied suggest that a a medium of 6 years off therapy only small numbers of patients will have cardiac function values below age-related normal values. To confirm these results and to determine whether abnormalities are progressive or are clinically important, large cohorts of patients such as those available to the National Wilms' Tumor Study need to be studied.